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ALIVE SURF SCHOOL ENGAGES WITH QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

Welcome

About the company
Alive Surf School is based in Portrush and offers surfing lessons to a wide range of
participants of all ages and abilities.
The company would like to make surfing more inclusive by being able to offer surfing
opportunities to those with disabilities but they have found that there is a very limited
range of surfboards available for people with disabilities.
Most of the current boards are crude adaptations of the standard boards.
About the case
On behalf of Southern Regional College (SRC), I am delighted to welcome you to this edition of
the Connected Newsletter. SRC has been involved with the Connected programme for almost
10 years resulting in engagement with over 200 companies across the island of Ireland. The
programme has provided an excellent platform for our Business Support and Lecturing staff
to interact with companies and universities thus further strengthening the unique partnership
between FE and HE for the benefit of industry and the wider economy.
With the recent publication of the “Further Education Means Success” strategy, there has never been
a better time for the FE colleges to showcase the excellent work that is taking place in supporting SMEs
to stimulate innovation and creativity and encourage business growth. The FE sector continues to
strengthen links with the HE institutions in Northern Ireland hence increasing the level of knowledge
transfer activities from academia to industry.
You will see some recent examples of SRC’s work with client companies featured in this newsletter. We
were particularly delighted to have secured one of the three Competitive Fund projects awarded this
year. Our Food Innovation project was in collaboration with Ulster University and Squeeze Wheatgrass,
producer of fresh wheatgrass shots. The team carried out research into the nutritional composition
of fresh wheatgrass juice in order to enhance the marketability of the product. The research activities
also identified new product development opportunities for the company to allow them to incorporate
wheatgrass into other food/drink products. The knowledge exchange gained from this project allowed
SRC to further develop the college’s specialism in Food Innovation. It also served to strengthen our
links with the Ulster University Business School and there are plans to collaborate on other projects
in the near future.
SRC has enabled a number of micro businesses and SMEs to step onto the innovation escalator. Last
year, the college identified four key project areas under the programme. These included Advanced
Engineering, Food Innovation, Construction Innovation and Digital Tourism. College staff engaged in
a range of development activities to take these areas forward.
Throughout the year, SRC hosted a number of industry events including a CE Marking event, “Digital,
Tech & Tourism” workshop and a BIM event “Demystifying the Common Data Environment”,
collaborative event with Ulster University. These events acted as a catalyst for the College to
engage with SMEs and the HE providers to collaborate further on key innovation activities.
As we embark on Year 3 of the Connected Phase 3 programme, SRC looks forward to further
extending the range and depth of collaborations with our universities and the business community.
SRC is passionate about developing staff expertise and resources in areas that are economically
relevant. We are committed to supporting local SMEs through knowledge transfer activities to step
onto and move along the innovation escalator thereby ensuring a sound contribution to the future
of the NI economy.

You can now follow Connected
on Twitter @ConnectedNI

The company identified the need to design and develop a bespoke surfboard for use by
disabled riders which would incorporate a range of features such as additional supports
and handles.
Surfboard render

Knowledge provider name
Northern Ireland Technology Centre
Contact name
Alan Mills, Senior Project Engineer
Telephone number
028 9097 4282
Email
a.mills@qub.ac.uk

The creation of a 3D CAD model enabled the company to gain a greater appreciation of
what the board would actually look like, enable potential customers to see the board, gain
feedback from potential users and act as the basis for manufacture of a prototype.
The company approached the Northern Ireland Technology Centre at Queen’s University
with their first Innovation Voucher. The Technology Centre reverse engineered an existing
surfboard as the basis for the new product and designed a range of features including
flexible torso and elbow supports, fabric handles, adjustable chest support, torso support
recess and a magnetically coupled lower leg binding.
Following on from the first Innovation Voucher, the company applied for and were
successful in being awarded a second Innovation Voucher for the manufacture and build
of a prototype surfboard.
The company returned to the Northern Ireland Technology Centre for assistance in
converting the CAD model into a fully working prototype. A standard soft board was
sourced and purchased as the basis for the project.
The NITC project team modified the board for attachment of the various components.
This involved sculpting sections from the board, bonding high density foams,
manufacturing two part soft rubber supports in soft tooling, sourcing a bespoke
inflatable chest support and creating a steel/foam laminated sandwich for the magnetic
leg bindings.
All components were attached to the board using bespoke polymer fasteners
manufactured by the Faculty Workshop at QUB.
About the knowledge provider
The Northern Ireland Technology Centre (NITC) is a technology and innovation centre,
bridging the gap between academic research and commercial production, to meet the
need of industry. As one of Queen’s University’s leader links with industry, it is recognised
as one of the foremost contributors of knowledge transfer to NI industry.
The Northern Ireland Technology Centre at Queen’s University has a long and successful
history of working closely with local companies across a range of sectors to develop
ideas and solutions for design, engineering and manufacturing issues. They have built
local and national credibility by putting at the forefront their ability to work with and
deliver innovation and real value to industry within the tight timeframes that companies
demand, breaking down the barriers that may have previously existed with industry/
university collaboration.
The NITC has a team of engineers and designers with industrial experience, who bring
a wealth of experience as well as great enthusiasm to all projects whether large or small,
offering access to the latest 3D CAD design tools and provide prototyping assistance and
links into their wider industrial network built up over many years.
We are strong advocates of real collaborative working and partnership with our
customers, believing this delivers the most effective results from idea to implementation.
The results
The 3D CAD model produced in the first Innovation Voucher project enabled the
company to present their ideas to potential customers who may be providing surfing
lessons and also to gain valuable feedback from disabled riders.
The results were also successfully used as the basis for the second Innovation Voucher
project which delivered a fully function prototype for trials and evaluation.
Concurrently, the NITC worked with Alive Surf School and Skunkworks Surf Co in Coleraine
to address the limitations of the currently available soft boards and designed and built an
upgraded soft board for surf schools with the assistance of funding through an available
proof of concept scheme.
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MODERN EFFICIENT DESIGN LTD

CONNECTED 3 CASE STUDY
About the company
Since it was first founded in the 1970s, the Quinn group of companies has grown into one of the most
successful manufacturers of building products in the UK and Ireland.
From its humble beginnings when its origins lay in the supply of sand and gravel to local builders and
farmers, it has now transformed into a multi-national business with an impressive portfolio of products.
In 2014 the Quinn Group separated some of its divisions and Quinn Industrial Holdings Limited was
formed to control two of the key divisions within the Group: Quinn Building Products Limited and Quinn
Packaging Limited.
Knowledge provider name
South West College

Design for injection moulding

Knowledge provider name
Northern Ireland
Technology Centre
Contact name
Alan Mills or Rory Collins
Telephone number
028 9097 4282
Email
a.mills@qub.ac.uk
r.collins@qub.ac.uk

Product visuals

About the company
Modern Efficient Design Ltd (MED Ltd) was set up in 2012 by two school teachers, Sam Sinclair and John
Titterington. Through their own experience in the classroom they had identified an issue of how iPads
were used to display student work and experiments, with it being difficult to hold the iPad steady enough
to show these effectively. They set about coming up with an idea for a simple and affordable solution and
came up with the idea for their product, padvu. The product is a versatile yet simple stand allowing the
iPad to be securely held and used to project a live stream of the camera viewing area within the classroom.
After research and testing, MED Ltd had come up with a design they felt would work and had a product
made but production problems almost derailed the entire project. At that point they looked to gain
assistance and came into initial contact with the Northern Ireland Technology Centre (NITC) at Queen’s
University.

Contact name
Stephen Moss / Paul McGovern /
Stephen Trimble
Telephone number
0845 603 1881
Email
stephen.moss@swc.ac.uk

• Carrying out a full design review of the product to identify improvements.
• Choosing the most appropriate manufacturing method, in this case injection moulding.
• Carrying out full-scale design for manufacture (DFM) on the product to make it designed suitably
for the moulding process.
• Generating 3D CAD rendered visual imagery suitable for presenting the product.
• Linking the company in with a local injection-moulding supplier for potential future supply.
The results
MED Ltd benefited significantly from working with the NITC. The padvu product design was developed to
be appropriate for the injection moulding process with added product features such as strengthening ribs
for stability, assembly fit features and product branding, and to be much more aesthetically pleasing for
commercial sale.
Further discussions led to the company successfully applying for further funding through an available
proof of concept scheme allowing them to develop prototype tooling and move towards full product
launch. The padvu product has now launched successfully and is available for purchase on the company’s
website as well as through Amazon. The product is now being sold in hundreds of schools in NI, Scotland,
England and Wales, as well as a recent order from an international school in Dubai. MED Ltd hope the
success of padvu will lead them to develop more products in the future and gain further assistance
through networks such as those supported by the Connected Programme.

“MED Ltd found working with the NITC at Queen’s University extremely helpful in
developing our product to be ready for market launch. Tapping into the expertise
and knowledge they provided has proven invaluable, and we would be very
supportive of programmes that facilitate this type of interaction in the future”.
Sam Sinclair, Director MED Ltd.
For For more information on these cases or to make contact with Northern Ireland
Technology Centre contact Alan Mills, Senior Project Engineer, a.mills@qub.ac.uk or
Rory Collins, r.collins@qub.ac.uk
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About the case
South West College is committed to delivering pioneering robust digital creative solutions. Recently the
College embraced an opportunity to utilise its highly trained staff and investment in industry standard
equipment, to solve a visualisation problem for Quinn Building Products.
The College worked closely with QBP to develop a bespoke range of visualised media assets including:
• A state of the art virtual reality showcase of QBP products using Oculus Rift and Unreal Engine 4.
• An augmented reality solution harnessing augmented reality toolkit, Autodesk Maya and Unreal Engine 4.
• A customised stinger to highlight QBP product ranges.
Quinn’s in-house technical team joined forces with South West College’s dynamic and diverse visual
technologists and programmers to produce a new and exciting solution.

About the case
Supported by the Connected programme, the NITC met with MED Ltd to discuss the issues they were
having with the padvu product including the manufacturing issues, and to identify the most appropriate
ways to move the product development on further. This led to the company successfully applying for an
Innovation Voucher from Invest NI. Through this Innovation Voucher, the NITC were able to work closely
with the company to assess the design of the product and the most appropriate manufacturing methods.
The work included:

Quinn Packaging is a leading producer of Rigid and Flexible Food Packaging in the UK and Ireland and
its range of products include: Thin Gauge Sheet, Dairyspread Containers, Meat/Poultry Trays, Blownfilm
and Silage Wrap. It was this division of the company that recently engaged in a collaboration with
South West College.

About the Knowledge Provider
South West College is at the
heart of the communities of
Tyrone and Fermanagh. These
two counties and their people
have a long and proud history of
both national and international
interaction. The College is
physically represented at
campuses in Cookstown,
Dungannon, Enniskillen and
Omagh. The College employs
over 500 full time and part time
staff servicing some 14,000
enrolments with a turnover
of £40m and makes a major
contribution to the local and
regional economy.
The college is constantly
enlarging and expanding the
curriculum offer to support the
regional and local economy.
The College aims to provide
a caring and supportive
environment for all learners
and a professional business-like
relationship with all employers
and other external stakeholders.
The South West College strives
to provide a quality product to
all its students and will continue
to work closely with the
community in which it serves.

Paul Melanophy, Business Change Manager from Quinn Building Products said:

“It’s no longer enough to simply talk about the performance of our products,
customers are demanding a more engaging and highly visual experience, which
is why we wanted them to see for themselves exactly how Quinn products work
together to provide solutions.
“We’re always looks for new ways to communicate with our customers and
what better way than to create a virtual environment they can enter, engage
and experience first-hand, South West College has helped us to achieve this.”
The results
The solution developed demonstrates key junctions that exemplify heat loss due to thermal bridging.
The viewer can see how optimum thermal performance is achieved by selecting the right products and
construction detail.
Jason Martin, Specification Manager from Quinn Building Products said: “The idea behind the virtual
home was created out of a need to demonstrate our range of thermal insulation products and accredited
construction details in an interactive way. It’s a pretty cool way to bring to life what can otherwise be
a complex set of technical drawings and numbers.”
Paul McGovern, Lecturer Animation and Game Design from South West College, said: “When Quinn first
approached us to work on the VR home we knew it was going to be an exciting project, Quinn has always
embraced new technology and it was the perfect opportunity for our developers at the college to venture
into a new type of virtual environment.”
Stephen Moss, Curriculum Manager for Technology commented: “The VR house has the style of
an architecturally designed home, perfectly suited to achieving Passive House thermal standards –
and we wanted to showcase digital construction and design using the most innovative technology
experience possible.”
An in-depth technical discussion of the article can be found on the Unreal Engine website:
www.unrealengine.com/showcase/building-the-future-how-one-project-points-to-the-convergenceof-education-and-industry-in-the-uk
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ABOUT

I3 DEMYSTIFY THE COMMON DATA ENVIRONMENT

Southern Regional College is the largest Further and Higher Education
College outside of Belfast in Northern Ireland with a total of six
campuses across the counties of Armagh and Down.

To find out if our Team of Innovation Experts can help develop your
business needs, call 028 3025 9664 or email i3@src.ac.uk

The Business Support Centre, i3 is focused on strengthening the
College’s offering to businesses and industry with a team of
dedicated innovation and technology specialists. In working with
clients we serve pre-start-ups, start-ups and established businesses;
sole traders and micro-enterprises; small to medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) and multinationals.
Working with i3 your business will have access to all 1,100 lecturing
and support staff within the College. We offer bespoke solutions to
your business and service the entire business life cycle. Our College
is situated on a cross-border location on the Belfast/Dublin corridor
meaning we can serve the whole island.

...

The i3 Business Support Centre at Southern Regional College
recently hosted a Building Information Modelling seminar at the
University Of Ulster. i3’s Construction Innovation Specialist, Peter
Monaghan, delivered a seminar at the Jordanstown Campus to
discuss Building Information Modelling – Demystifying the Common
Data Environment.

SQUEEZE WHEATGRASS COLLABORATION AT ITS BEST
Knowledge provider name
Southern Regional College
Contact name
Brenda Kelleghan
Telephone number
028 3025 9664
Email
i3@src.ac.uk

with companies in attendance to help support them with their future
needs. The Innovation Specialists at SRC can provide mentoring and
support to your business in a diverse range of areas.
For further information on how to take those first steps on engaging
with SRC or on any of the articles , please contact SRC’s Business
Support Centre (i3) at 028 3025 9664 or email i3@src.ac.uk

The seminar provided in-depth information on the many issues
surrounding Common Data Environments in Northern Ireland.
Employers had the opportunity to view demonstrations of Building
Information Modelling software and Augmented Reality as well as
the opportunity to network with other companies.
Guest speakers included representatives from The CIC BIMRegulations
NI, The Central Procurement Directorate, Aconex, Viewpoint, Knore
Management Systems, Sherlayer and Bentley. The event, supported
through Connected, was a great success and i3 hope to work closely

Squeeze Wheatgrass

About the company
Squeeze Wheatgrass was founded in 2010 by Managing Director,
Jacquelyn Stewart and is the only commercial producer of fresh
wheatgrass juice with extended shelf life within the UK.
Jacquelyn saw that there was a gap in the market for a Ready-to-Drink
Wheatgrass shot but more specifically she identified the need for
a wheatgrass juice with extended shelf life (without additives or
preservatives). The wheatgrass shots are produced from organic
seed, have full accreditation from the Vegetarian Society and are
completely free from additives or preservatives and are never heat
treated or frozen. Recently the company have just launched flavoured
shots of wheatgrass with beetroot, orange
and lemon, and apple and pear.
About the case
The project, led by SRC’s Food Innovation Specialist Brenda Kelleghan
alongside Dr Amy Burns and Dr Lynsey Hollywood from Ulster
University Business School, completed research into the nutritional
composition of fresh wheatgrass juice.
In order to increase the appeal and consumption of the product,
kitchen development work took place assessing opportunities for
incorporating wheatgrass into mainstream products. Students
from the Consumer Studies degree programme in UU also assisted
in this area. The aim was to develop a range of products with fresh
wheatgrass juice that would target mainstream markets and increase
sales. The project involved concept development work in the
product development kitchens at Ulster University as well as sensory
analysis testing of the new products using the sensory booths in the
food innovation centre in Coleraine.
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Ulster University’s Business School based in Coleraine was
instrumental in assisting the practical development of this project
using the facilities of the consumer sensory science suites. The suite
at the University is recognised throughout Ireland as the focus for
scientific and marketing exercises, which enable producers to develop
and gauge the popularity and saleability of new food products.
A range of exciting and innovative products are in the final stages
of development and will be nutritionally assessed with the potential
collaboration of a number of companies. This is very exciting for the
company and opens a new route to market for sales of wheatgrass juice.
Jacquelyn Stewart, Managing Director Squeeze Wheatgrass, said:
“These products will add innovation to the food industry in the area
of health and wellbeing. This can give rise to other areas of functional
foods and making niche products more mainstream in food products
to help growth of industry. Watch this space!”

UPBEAT AGENCY LTD
Knowledge provider name
Southern Regional College
Contact name
Alistair Quinn, Engineering
Innovation Specialist
(Project completed by Dr
Sean McGurn SRC Lecturer in
Engineering)
Telephone number
07841 469512
Email
i3@src.ac.uk

Profile
Upbeat Agency Ltd is an events company, organising cycling, walking, arts and food events to name a few.
Over the years the business has developed a niche for organising or supporting large cycling events.
As well as their own events, they were heavily involved in support services for the N. Ireland stages of the
Giro d’Italia, and their flagship event is the Lap of the Lough, around Lough Neagh in August every year.
Challange
At many of these events, they identified a need for a good temporary bike store, but were unable to find
a compact free-standing product on the market. Upbeat wanted to develop a new product to service
a gap in the market, for temporary parking of bikes. They envisaged a modular product to cater for
small cycle route cafes, up to large cycling festivals, sportives, triathlons, etc. The challenge was to find
something practical, compact, aesthetic and fit for purpose.
Solution
Through a successful Invest Northern Ireland InnovationVoucher application, the company work with
Southern Regional College to design and produce a first prototype. A brief was drawn up to ensure that
all aspects of the design were considered at the outset, and this produced a few concepts and variants of
existing designs. In order to realise a working prototype, the design was based on using standard parts that
could be modified and assembled in a standard workshop environment. This avoided the costly processes
of injection moulding, casting, or complex machining, which require significant investment in tooling.
Benefits
The benefit to the company is that they get involved in designing a product that could help their business
efficiency. As well as something they can use at their own events, they see this as a separate source of
revenue if the product becomes commercial. Most of their skills are in management and dealing with
people, so it is something that they enjoyed working on.
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ULSTER UNIVERSITY – SHAPING INNOVATION

Knowledge provider name
Ulster University
Contact name
Alison Gault
Telephone number
028 9536 7423
Email
ae.gault@ulster.ac.uk

Alison Gault is a lecturer
on the Ba (Hons) Textile
Art, Design and Fashion
Course at Ulster University.
With expertise in textiles
and fashion and industry
experience in knitwear,
Alison has an understanding
of the principles of design
solutions for medical and
technical textiles in knit,
weave and non-woven fabrics.

Whether it’s new product research and development, technical solutions or driving internal efficiencies,
the team at Ulster University can respond to any business challenge. Ulster University works with
thousands of businesses annually. The services include consultancy, access to facilities and equipment
and student project support.
One company that has recently availed of collaborating with Ulster University is Bioflex Yarns Ltd. Bioflex
is a company specialising in the development of thermal regulating products. There are 60 million diabetic
patients throughout Europe prone to have foot or blood circulation issues and Bioflex has developed
a range of smart textile products to service this specific market.
Bioflex is helping shape the future by offering unique nanotechnology-based solutions that transform
textiles and non-wovens, giving them a whole range of desirable new properties. By developing
Reactive Phase Changing Material (PCM) products, Bioflex will be driving a new patient preventive
approach to mitigate ulcer formation or skin abrasions that are prone to diabetic patients or the over
65-year-old population.
About the case
Integrating the PCMs into yarns and developing those yarns into appropriate structures and fabrics that
would have a good handle, elasticity and be desirable to wear, was a problem area for Bioflex.
Bioflex approached Alison Gault, lecturer on the Ba (Hons) Textile Art, Design and Fashion Course at Ulster
University to help them identify ways to integrate the PCMs with various yarns and use dye techniques to
produce a range of knitted products suitable for the new patient preventative approach without degrading
the PCM properties. Using specialised knitting machine technology, Alison was able to develop knitted
structures that would enable Bioflex to produce the fabrics to maximise the benefits of the PCM’s ability to
maintain body temperature and reduce the risks of skin deterioration through abrasion.
Using two and three-colour jacquard processes in weft knitting to produce fully reversible fabric structures
whilst knitting with five ends of yarn (twisted together) enabled the successful integration of the PCM yarns.
The fabrics were made into various structures, which could then be used to demonstrate the efficacy of
products suitable for diabetics. This was to specifically maintain body temperature by cooling or warming,
prevent abrasion or skin damage with the potential to develop into worsening conditions such as diabetic
ulcer or limb amputation and therefore bringing improvement to health and wellbeing through a range of
commercial products being a key output of the collaboration.
PCM containing fabrics are now being successfully produced by Bioflex and are being incorporated into
various products. A product range is now available for purchase on the Bioflex website and can be purchased
at www.bioflexyarns.com
Further product ideas are being pursued in line with the company ethos.

“It was great working with Alison. Her unique knowledge and dedication in the
development of the PCM incorporating yarn, in a timely way, was excellent and this
enabled us to incorporate them into a range of products offering diabetic solutions
that were also aesthetically desirable. The customers can now identify with a product
that would be comfortable and protective, but also through the innovation in the
yarn and the structures designed would also be something they would want to wear
whilst increasing their health and wellbeing.”
Trevor Schofield, Company Director for Bioflex
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NWRC – APPLYING RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

Knowledge provider name
NWRC
Contact name
Alan Mills or
Dr Fergal Tuffy
Telephone number
028 7127 6170
Email
fergal.tuffy@nwrc.ac.uk
www.nwrc.ac.uk/bsc

Dr Fergal Tuffy, Technology
Innovation Manager at North
West Regional College’s
Business Support Centre
(BSC) and leads the NWRC’s
team of technical consultants
in industry focused
projects and manages the
engagement with businesses,
locally, regionally and
internationally. Fergal has
an extensive and diverse
range of research and
development projects, from
food to ICT to engineering
and product design.

About the company
Gaelectric are a leading independent developer and operator of renewable energy projects in wind,
bioenergy and solar on the island of Ireland and in Great Britain. Founded in 2004, Gaelectric have 174MW
of wind generation connected to the grid. This will grow to over 400MW of wind energy by 2017 and up
to 1,000MW of renewable generation across wind, solar, bioenergy and generation using compressed air
energy storage by 2020.
Gaelectric are also developing energy storage projects in Northern Ireland, Great Britain and on the
European mainland that will support the full integration of renewable sources of energy into power systems.
Most recently Gaelectric are providing market and trading services to energy users and helping farmers and
businesses select the right solutions in a rapidly changing energy market for their needs.
About the case
Under the Connected programme NWRC and Gaelectric were able to discuss collaborative opportunities
and identified a business need to develop cutting-edge technology in wind energy forecasting, a critical
aspect of wind energy generation.
Wind energy is a maturing contributor to the electricity generation mix in Ireland and with the changes
to the energy market planned for Ireland in 2016, there was an imminent requirement for wind energy
forecasting to be as accurate as possible. NWRC and Gaelectric collaborated on a successful application for
the InterTrade Ireland Fusion Programme to overcome this particular business challenge with wind energy
forecasting.
The innovative technology that the Fusion graduate, Shaheer Ansari, is developing will advance wind
energy forecasting to a point that will allow Gaelectric to forecast, record and report wind energy
accurately to within an hour, similar to how a weather app displays the weather forecast by the hour
on a smartphone.
About the knowledge provider
Fergal Tuffy, Technology Innovation Manager, North West Regional College, said: “Our focus at NWRC is
to support industry with innovation, applied research and technology transfer and in particular we are
targeting areas in science, technology, engineering and mathematical sectors. Gaelectric is an exciting
company at the forefront of the renewable energy market and we are delighted and proud that through
partnering with us, the graduate will have the opportunity to apply his talents to a burgeoning area in
renewable energy, this project would not have been possible without the funding of Connected to get the
discussions kick-started and explore opportunities for collaboration.” The College signed a memorandum
of understanding with Gaelectric and the company is providing bursaries for six students, totalling £3,000.
The results
Hugh Logue, Director, Gaelectric, said: “Through the collaboration we are in a unique position to commit
to the development of a robust method of forecasting wind energy and utilise this data efficiently and
effectively to generate power from wind. We are delighted to have Shaheer with us on this project for
what we are sure will be a very exciting 18 months for this team and Shaheer.”
Shaheer Ansari said: “I am delighted for the opportunity to work with Gaelectric, a global leader in
renewable energy generation. Wind energy forecasting is a fundamental aspect of the sustainability of the
wind energy sector and I am excited to turn my ideas into tangible results in this area.”
With the project six months in Fergal, said, “Even though we are only a third of the way through the
project, Shaheer has made a tremendous impact at Gaelectric and has made great strides towards the final
solution. This project is an excellent example of technology transfer between academia and industry and
there have been many benefits for all involved, the college lecturing team, Gaelectric and the graduate.
It’s a truly exciting and ground-breaking project and without the initial support of Connected it might
never have happened.”
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I3 “SAFELY” KICK STARTS 2016

THE CHANGING FACE OF
COMMUNITY-BASED CARE

Southern Regional College’s (SRC) business support unit, i3, recently
hosted their first event of 2016 with a Health and Safety theme – CE
Marking for local Mechanical Engineering companies. The event was
designed to bring Engineering companies together to share and
gain expertise on what CE Marking means for their business and was
delivered by guest speaker and CE Marking specialist, Alan Edgar from
Queen’s University.

The focus on community-based care is intensifying as care
commissioners across the UK and Ireland seek to reduce hospital
admissions, speed up hospital discharge and accelerate the use
of self-management.
Despite this groundswell of interest in community-based care,
there has been limited change to the service models, activities or
technology required to deliver the needed care for today or the
expected increases for tomorrow. In addition, the new found focus
on the community is frequently not translating to what a patient
values or needs.

i3’s Engineering Innovation Specialist, Alistair Quinn, informed the
companies present how i3 can take their business to the next level
through the wide range of funded support packages available.
Alistair’s expertise is in new product development, computer aided
design (CAD), technical drawing, prototyping, material evaluation/
selection, product testing and manufacturing.
If you are interested in finding out more about how the i3 Business
Support Centre can help your company, please contact the team on 028
3839 7778 or alternatively email us at i3@src.ac.uk

Pictured, Alistair Quinn, i3 Engineering Innovation Specialist, Alan Edgar,
Queen’s University Belfast, with representatives from the local engineering
companies who attended.

UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER – DAY OF
DRONING

NURTURING CREATIVE TALENT IN
NORTHERN IRELAND

A change is needed to the activities, infrastructures, skills and the role
of the patient, but it is unclear what this new model should look like.
Connected recently supported events to address these issues and
explore the changes necessary to allow community-based care to
deliver against expectations.

HEALTH CARE INNOVATION
The School of Health & Social Care at North West Regional College, in
collaboration with Professor Suzanne Martin, Director of Academic
Enterprise at the Faculty of Life and Health Sciences at Ulster University,
were delighted to host a number of local businesses into NWRC to
explore the funding, mentoring and support opportunities available
to those working within the health and care sectors.
During the event, Dr Fergal Tuffy of NWRC’s Business Support Centre
outlined the funding and practical nature of the support available via
through the College. Including the Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP)
programme, Alison Johnson from Ulster University outlined the funding
and practical nature of Invest NI Innovation Vouchers.

Ulster University’s Faculty of Arts hosted a day of “droning” sponsored
by Connected. This event was a partnership between Ulster University’s
School of Media Film and Journalism, North West Regional College and
12 micro SMEs. Alan Hook, Lecturer in Interactive Media, ran a series of
taster sessions for staff and representatives from partnered companies in
drone cinematography to help local film and TV production companies
experiment with this new technology and explore the impact it could
have on their production process and business models.
Wilson Lynn from Head and Heart films, a small production company
based in Belfast who attended the workshop, said: “To be honest I was
afraid to even go near a drone before this workshop. The workshop not
only answered all my questions about using the equipment effectively,
it gave me the confidence to fly one during the workshop and to even
consider investing in one for our business.”
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Employment and Learning Minister Dr Stephen Farry is pictured (l-r) with:
Lynn Connaughton (Colleges NI), Tara Molloy (Belfast Met student), Tony
Talbot (NWRC) and Ryan Fitzsimmons (Belfast Met student), recognising the
work of the NI Media Academy.

Employment and Learning Minister, Dr Stephen Farry recently paid a visit
to Belfast Metropolitan College to recognise the work of the Northern
Ireland Media Academy in nurturing creative talent in Northern Ireland.
The Connected project has supported Northern Ireland Media Academy
in building the right channel for collaboration in developing talent,
supporting universities and colleges to develop a clear and common
understanding of sector needs and ensuring those in the sector are
equipped with the right mix of talent for future needs.

methods and ethical governance within the context of pragmatic
research. In addition, she is a trainer in Cochrane methods and
contributor to the Cochrane Library. She is currently a panel member
for Office of Research Ethics Northern Ireland and a technology panel
member at National Institute for Health and Care Excellence.
Innovation Vouchers can provide up to £5k of practical support
whilst the Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP) programme offers up
to 60% of funding to help companies access the College/University’s
knowledge, technology and skills needed to deliver a project of strategic
importance. For further information contact the Business Support
Centre: businesssupport@nwrc.ac.uk

Speaking from first-hand experience was Martina Tierney of Seating
Matters who highlighted the difference that a KTP has made to
her business. Martina Tierney is an Occupational Therapist, author,
worldwide educator and Clinical Director at Seating Matters.
The Seating Matters Clinical Team have worked with Ulster University
to carry out an extensive clinical trial with staggering results on the
effectiveness of specialist seating in the provision of postural support
and pressure management.
Professor Suzanne Martin of Ulster University demonstrated the
difference that KTPs can make to the health care industry. Suzanne
has an interest in environmental design and the impact space has on
function. Suzanne is interested in advancing knowledge of research

THINK DIFFERENT – EXPLORING
NEW SOLUTIONS TO OLD
PROBLEMS
Professor Peter Kelly, Aalto University, Helsinki, Finland delivered
a one-day masterclass at South West College and Ulster University.
Attending the masterclasses were both academics and businesses.
Peter tackled a number of issues sharing his experiences of how to
be a “positive non-conformist”, challenging established conventions
and routines when required.
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